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Curriculum and Content Area Standards:

· IV. Power, Authority, and Governance

· A. examine persistent issues involving the rights, roles, and status of the individual in relation to the general welfare
· C. analyze and explain ideas and mechanisms to meet needs and wants of citizens, regulate territory, manage conflict, establish order and security, and balance competing conceptions of a just society
· VII. Production, Distribution, and Consumption

· A. explain how the scarcity of productive resources (human, capital, technological, and natural) requires the development of economic systems to make decisions about how goods and services are to be produced and distributed
· C. consider the costs and benefits to society of allocating goods and services through private and public sectors
· F. compare how values and beliefs influence economic decisions in different societies
· J. apply knowledge of production, distribution, and consumption in the analysis of a public issue such as the allocation of health care or the consumption of energy, and devise an economic plan for accomplishing a socially desirable outcome related to that issue

Would you rather be a rich man in a poor man’s world 

or a poor man in a rich man’s world?

“The mountain man and the surgeon”: Gaining a global perspective on poverty is a lesson drawn from an article featured in The Economist (December 20, 2005) entitled “The mountain man and the surgeon: Reflections on relative poverty in North America and Africa”. This is a reading comprehension-based lesson that can serve as a supplement to a unit about Capitalism.  Using a variety of strategies, students will analyze and discuss the article, complete an FCAT-styled reading comprehension exercise. Then, students will complete an assessment activity that involves researching the standards of living in other countries and the factors that determine the standard of living in each of those countries.  The goal of this lesson is to have students critique the concept of “poverty” from an American perspective and another country’s perspective.








wealth








“ Why juxtapose the lives of a poor man in a rich country and a relatively well-off man in a poor one? The exercise is useful for two reasons. First, it puts the rich world's wealth into context. A Congolese doctor, a man most other Congolese would consider wealthy, is worse off materially than most poor people in America. That, in itself, is striking.





The second purpose of the exercise is to shed light on some ticklish questions. What is the


relationship between wealth and happiness? And what is the significance of relative poverty? Mr. Banks makes $521 a month in a country where median male earnings are $3,400 a month. Dr. Kabamba earns $600 a month in a country where most people grow their own food and hardly ever see a bank note. The two men's experiences could hardly be less similar. But which of the two would one expect to be happier? “


					excerpt from “The Mountain Man and the Surgeon”


					From The Economist Print Edition


					December 20, 2005


					








